
 
 

Board of Directors Meeting (via conference call) 

Thursday, March 28, 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:30 A.M. with the following Directors on the call: 

 

Gus Frangos – Cuyahoga 

David Mann – Lucas 

Deb Flora – Mahoning 

Shawn Carvin – Trumbull 

Amy Hamrick – Richland 

Tom Schneider – Lawrence 

Carol Knapp – Huron 

Patrick Bravo – Summit 

Curtiss Williams – Franklin (COCIC) 

 

Guests:  Sarah Skow, Esq. and Jenny McHugh, Esq., Spengler Nathanson P.L.L. 

  Doug Sawyer, Esq., Cuyahoga Land Bank 

  Robin Darden Thomas, Western Reserve Land Conservancy 

 

1.  Consideration of OLBA's response to Ohio Supreme Court Board of Revision case  

 

Frangos summarized the amicus briefs that will be filed with the Ohio Supreme Court with regard 
to STATE OF OHIO, ex rel. ELLIOTT G. FELTNER, Relator v. CUYAHOGA COUNTY BOARD OF 
REVISION, et al, Respondents.  The issues at stake regard the separation of powers between the 
judicial branch and the Board of Revision, which is composed of the County Treasurer, County 
Prosecutor and County Auditor (except in charter counties like Cuyahoga). 
 
Man and Frangos requested that an amicus brief be filed in the case by the OLBA.  It is anticipated 
that the County Treasurers of Ohio Association, County Auditors’ Association of Ohio, and the Ohio 
Prosecuting Attorneys Association will file short amicus briefs as well.  Frangos is willing to assist 
those associations with the issues to be included in their briefs, such as the independence of the 
Board of Revision, redress through the courts, importance to communities in addressing vacancy 
and abandonment, and support of the brief submitted by the OLBA. 
   
Frangos discussed possible consequences of the Court accepting the Relator’s argument including: 
(1) discontinuation of the Board of Revision adjudicating property tax foreclosure cases and (2) a 
negative effect on previous BOR foreclosures including a cloud on the title of the foreclosed 
property and/or a class action suit regarding prior adjudications. 
 
Frangos was questioned regarding the relationship of proposed legislative changes to this case. 
Frangos responded that there was no relation between the case and proposed legislation.  



 
References were made to a default assignment by the clerk of a judge to a case filed with the Board 
of Revision (Summit does, Cuyahoga does not); SB 172 allowing a BOR case to be transferred to 
Common Pleas Court rather than requiring dismissal and refiling. 
 
A motion was made by Deb Flora, seconded by Patrick Bravo to permit payment of outside counsel, 
Spengler Nathanson P.L.L., to work with Frangos in the filing of an amicus brief by the OLBA.  The 
motion was approved unanimously.  It was recommended and accepted that the brief be signed by 
counsel. 
 
It was suggested that OLBA may wish to consider financially assisting the three county-wide 
associations in preparing their amicus briefs.  Attorney Skow pointed out ethical and public 
relations concerns regarding a third party assisting the other associations.  It was determined that 
the OLBA will focus on their brief with Frangos and Sawyer keeping OLBA in the loop with regards 
to the other associations. 

 
2. Financial Reports 

 
Mann circulated budgetary and financial documents by email before the Board meeting and those 
documents are on the Google drive for access by any Board Member. 
 
The Budget to Actuals to date are: 
 

  
2019 Budget  2019 Actual  % to Date 

REVENUES       

Membership Dues  $ 95,000  $ 101,000  106.3% 

Sponsorships  $ 15,000  $ -  0.0% 

Interest Income  $ -  $ -  0.0% 

Other Income  $ 500  $ -  0.0% 

Total Revenues  $ 110,500  $ 101,000  91.4% 

       

OPERATING EXPENSES       

Management & Consulting  $ 50,000  $ 12,500  25.0% 

Lobbying & Advocacy  $ 20,000  $ -  0.0% 

Services & Support  $ 10,000  $ -  0.0% 

Accounting & Legal  $ 5,000  $ 4,756  95.1% 

Insurance  $ 5,000  $ 1,178  23.6% 

Marketing & Communications  $ 5,000  $ -  0.0% 

Miscellaneous Expenses  $ 500  $ 73   

Total Expenses  $ 95,500  $ 18,507  19.4% 

       

Unencumbered Ending Balance  $ 15,000  $ 82,493  550.0% 

 
 
 
 



3. Membership 
 

Three land banks have requested to join the OLBA.  Williams moved, Carvin seconded to accept 
Shelby, Knox and Guernsey County Land Banks into the Association.  This action brought the 
membership to 29 county land banks. 
 
Board members will contact non-member land banks regarding joining the OLBA.  After a series of 
emails Flora has provided talking points for the phone calls.  The Association will cover $500 of the 
2019 dues of land banks that cannot afford to join OLBA. 
 
Carvin, Bravo, Hamrick and Thomas will meet on April 5th to discuss website, forum and other 
communication/marketing issues. 
 
Thomas provided information about the next quarterly network meeting which will take place in 
Newark on May 21, 2019.  The OLBA Board will meet at 9:30 A.M. with the general meeting 
beginning at 11:00. 
 
Another phone meeting of the Board will be scheduled for mid to late April. 
 

4. Adjournment 
 

With no further business, Frangos adjourned the meeting at 11:30 A.M. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 


