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    Board of Directors Meeting 
    Thursday, June 3, 2021 
    Zoom 
 
 
 

On Thursday, June 3, 2021, the Ohio Land Bank Association meeting was called to order at 10:35 a.m. with 
the following Directors present and constituted a quorum for conducting the business of the Ohio Land 
Bank Association: 
 
Gus Frangos 
David Mann  
Patrick Bravo 
Eddy Eckart  
Debora Flora 
Mike Grauwelman 
Amy Hamrick 
Thomas Schneider 
Ric Wasserman 
Curtiss Williams 
Carol Knapp 
 
Guests:  Jacqui Knettel 
  Isaac Hoffman 
 

1. Approval of the May 6, 2021 Minutes 
 
 The minutes of the May 6,2021, OLBA Board meeting were forwarded to all Directors for review.  
A motion for the approval of the minutes was made by Eddy Eckert, seconded by Patrick Bravo.  The 
minutes of the May 6, 2021 OLBA Board meeting were passed unanimously. 
 

2. President’s Remarks - Status of Litigation  
 
 The Board was informed that the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals case has been reversed.  Gus 
Frangos informed the Board that all other pending litigation matters are status quo with no new changes. 
It was reported that a favorable outcome to a case filed in Michigan is helpful to the pending Ohio 
litigation.   
 
 Mr. Bravo did inform the Board that Attorney Marc Dann has filed a second action in Summit 
County.   
 
 The Board discussed the costs associated with the current litigations and the defense thereof.  
Gus Frangos has requested funding from the OLBA for incurred litigation expenses.  Patrick Bravo asked if 
this request is reimbursement of expenses to date or for attorney fees going forward to defend the efforts 
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needed until these cases go to trial.  Gus Frangos indicated that the additional funds would be mostly for 
reimbursement for past services.  
 
Mike Grauwelman informed the Board that he and the Montgomery County Prosecutor Ward Barrington 
have discussed the litigation costs of the Montgomery case and payment of the expenses going forward.  
Gus Frangos will be discussing the costs associated with the Northern District Case with the Cuyahoga 
County Prosecutor’s office.  It is recommended that if additional cases are filed that each individual county 
will be asked to defend these cases.   

 
3.   Committee Reports 

A.  Policy and Advocacy Committee  

The Policy and Advocacy Committee met on June 1, 2021. The Committee reports that contact 
information lists have been prepared for State of Ohio county offices:  treasurers, prosecutors, 
auditors, sheriffs, recorders, commissioners and clerk of courts. The Committee is requesting of 
the Board approval of $1,500 for sponsorship at annual meetings for these organizations.  It was 
recommended that Ohio townships be added to the sponsorship list.  

A motion for approval to allot $1,500, subject to availability of funds, be approved to sponsor 
meetings of county organizations to support Ohio land bank efforts was made by Debora Flora, 
seconded by Patrick Bravo.  No further discussion was had and the Motion was approved by voice 
vote without objection.   
 
B.  Membership & Finance Committee – An updated financial statement of the OLBA was provided 
to the Board and is indicated below:  
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 Finances 

• To date, $97,500 has been received in membership dues and $6,250 in sponsorships and 
associate membership fees. Seibert Keck Insurance has agreed to a sponsorship with the 
OLBA.  

• WRLC has received its third quarter payment. 

• The 2020 tax returns were filed on May 4, 2020 and David Mann reported that the 2020 
Secretary of State filing has been made.  
 

Membership 

• Currently 43 of the Ohio land banks have paid their membership dues for 2021. 
 

C.  Services and Support Committee  

• Network Meeting 
The OLBA network meeting is scheduled for June 17, 2021.  A reminder of the network 
meeting will be sent to the Association members.  Jeffry Harris from Bricker & Eckler LLP will 
be the guest speaker; Jim Rokakis will provide updates on federal and state funding for land 
banks along with Gus Frangos providing legislative updates.   

• Annual Conference 
The Services and Support Committee recommended that the 2022 OLBA conference be 
scheduled for April 27th through April 29th in Cleveland, Ohio. Sponsorships will need to be 
pursued soon along with a call for proposals for conference sessions.  A recommendation to 
the Board for hiring of an event planner was made.  Mr. Bravo indicated that he will provide 
information at the next board meeting on an event planner.  The planning of conference will 
need a high involvement from committee members and volunteers from other land banks.  
Cuyahoga County has agreed to provide additional volunteers and support services. It is 
recommended that “save-the-date” emails be sent as soon as possible.     
 

D.  Ad Hoc Consultant Committee 
David Mann provided a report to OLBA Board members summarizing the one-on-one 
conversations with Board members on the fulfilling of the role Jim Rokakis with the OLBA.  
Three options were provided in the report as to the duties therein and whether this position 
should be as an employee or independent contractor of the OLBA. It was suggested that the 
Board review the recommendations over the next 30 days and plan on making decision in July 
to move forward with the search.   
 

 A motion for the approval of the Committee reports was made by Tom Schneider, seconded by 
Patrick Bravo.  The Committee reports as presented were unanimously approved and accepted.  
 
 Board member Knapp left the meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 E.  Update from Jim Rokakis 

Jim Rokakis informed the Board that an article published in the Gongwer Ohio Report spoke of 
efforts to allocate/set aside dollars from the American Rescue Plan to county land banks. OLBA 
members should continue to reach out to their representatives and senators to advocate for 
funding from the American Rescue Plan for use by land banks.   The Board was informed that 
Gallia County has filed for the incorporation of a county land bank.  With the incorporation of 
the Gallia County Land Bank, the total number of county land banks in Ohio is 61  



4 
 

 
 Board member Mann left the OLBA Board meeting at 11:05 a.m. 
 

4. Old Business 
 Board Vacancy – A motion for the approval of the recommendation to approve Will Basil of the 
Hamilton County Landbank to fill the remainder of Jessica Powell’s term as an Ohio Land Bank 
Association Board member was made by Debora Flora, seconded by Ric Wasserman. No further 
discussion was had and the Motion was approved by voice vote without objection.  Mike Grauwelman 
agreed to contact Mr. Basil to discuss Board membership and the fulfilling of the remainder of Jessica 
Powell’s term which expires in October of 2021.  If Mr. Basil accepts the position, Patrick Bravo has 
requested that Mr. Basil’s bio and head shot be added to the OLBA website.  

 
5. New Business:  

 It is recommended by the Board that the next quarterly network meeting of the OLBA be an in-
person meeting.  Amy Hamrick has agreed to secure a venue.  Debora Flora has recommended that the 
September network meeting also be the OLBA annual meeting.  

 
6. Adjournment:  

 There being no more business to come before the meeting, Deborah Flora moved for the meeting 
to be adjourned and seconded by Curtiss Williams. The Motion carried unanimously, and the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:57 a.m.  
 
 The minutes related to the Board of Directors’ regular monthly meeting of June 3, 2021 set forth 
above are the minutes approved by the Board of Directors at their meeting of July 1, 2021.  By:  Jacqui 
Knettel 


