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    Board of Directors Meeting 
    Thursday, May 6, 2021 
    Zoom 
 
 
 

 
 
On Thursday, May 6, 2021, the Ohio Land Bank Association meeting was called to order at 10:32 a.m. with 
the following Directors present and constituted a quorum for conducting the business of the Ohio Land 
Bank Association: 
 
Gus Frangos 
David Mann  
Patrick Bravo 
Shawn Carvin 
Eddy Eckart  
Debora Flora 
Mike Grauwelman 
Amy Hamrick 
Thomas Schneider 
Ric Wasserman 
Curtiss Williams 
 
Guests:  Jacqui Knettel 
  Isaac Hoffman 
 
Jessica Powell joined the meeting at 10:34 a.m.  
 

1. Approval of the April 1, 2021 Minutes 
 
 The minutes of the April 1,2021, OLBA Board meeting were forwarded to all Directors for review.  
A motion for the approval of the minutes was made by Ric Wasserman, seconded by Thomas Schneider.  
The minutes of the April 1, 2021 OLBA Board meeting were passed unanimously. 
 

2. President’s Remarks - Status of Litigation  
 
 The Board was informed that the oral arguments in the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals case did not 
go as well as expected.  Also, the Lucas  County mandamus case has been refiled.  We are still waiting for 
a ruling from the Sixth Circuit in the Cuyahoga federal case appealing the trial court’s denial of class 
certification.  
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3.   Committee Reports 
 
A.  Policy and Advocacy Committee  

The OLBA Board was advised that support letters have been sent to the General Assembly in 
support of HB 110 and SB 84 for the Clean Land Ohio Revitalization Fund funding and HB 155 
supporting demolition funding.  The Committee informed the Board that at the initial proponent 
testimony for HB 155, questions about land banking were raised by the Senate Committee 
members.  The Policy and Advocacy Committee advised the Board that it is urgent that OLBA have 
a delegation present when legislation referring to land banks so that questions can be answered.  
The OLBA Board was provided with a contact list for auditors, treasurers, commissioners, 
prosecutors, clerks of courts and sheriffs throughout the State of Ohio to share success stories of 
land banks throughout Ohio and to discuss the importance of all these county offices.  The Board 
was also informed that the current land bank amendments (SB 112) are awaiting a third reading 
in the Senate and first reading of the companion bill HB 241 in the House. 
 

 B.  Membership & Finance Committee – An updated financial statement of the OLBA was provided 
to the Board and is indicated below: 

 Finances 

• To date, $97,500 has been received in membership dues and $6,250 in sponsorships and 
associate membership fees. 

• WRLC has received its second quarter payment. 

• The 2020 tax returns (990s) are being prepared and are due to be filed on May 15, 2021. 
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Membership 

• Currently 43 of the Ohio land banks have paid their membership dues for 2021  Eddie Eckhart 
informed the Board that Miami County is pursuing a county land bank and is interested in 
becoming an OLBA member. 

 
C.  Services and Support Committee  
 

• Annual Conference 
The OLBA will postpone its annual fall conference until April 2022.  Decisions relating to the 
conference date, location and overall plan must be made soon.  

• Network Meeting 
The Committee is recommending the next network meeting for OLBA Association members 
be schedule for June 17, 2021.  The meeting will be held via the Zoom platform. Discussion 
for the network meeting will be the results of the ARPA survey; updates from Jim Rokakis on 
federal and state funding for land banks; updates from Gus Frangos/Doug Sawyer on 
legislative updates and sponsor/guest speaker Jeffry Harris, Esq. of Bricker & Eckler LLP.  

• Newsletter 
The Committee is continuing to seek content for the news letter and is working toward a 
monthly newsletter distribution.  
  

 A motion for the approval of the Committee reports was made by Deborah Flora, seconded by 
Mike Grauwelman.  The Committee reports as presented were unanimously approved and accepted.  
 
 D. Update from Jim Rokakis 
 Jim Rokakis’ report was provided to the Board prior to the meeting as he was unable to attend 
the May 6, 2021 OLBA Board meeting. No discussion was had on his report. 
 
 Mr. Rokakis earlier informed the OLBA Board that he will be stepping down from his role with the 
OLBA at the end of 2021.  An ad-hoc committee of Eddy Eckhart, David Mann, Curtiss Williams, Mike 
Grauwelman, Shawn Carvin and Patrick Bravo to determining the best steps to take in determining what 
is best for the OLBA in replacing Jim’s role as consultant for the OLBA.  David Mann volunteered to head 
the steering committee. David Mann will work with Jacqui Knettel in coordinating meetings with the 
steering committee to determine the next steps.  
 

4. Old Business 
 

 Gus Frangos informed the Board that the Cuyahoga Land Bank presented its proposal for use of 
funds from the America Rescue Plan Act to Cuyahoga County officials, a copy of which will be shared 
with the OLBA board. Patrick Bravo inquired as to if any other Board members have submitted their 
proposals to county officials.  Shawn Carvin, Amy Hamrick, Deborah Flora and Jessica Powell all 
indicated that they have made requests to their respective counties.  

 
5. New Business: 

  
 Jessica Powell informed the OLBA Board that she has accepted a new position with a local non-
profit in Hamilton County and will no longer be a part of the OLBA Board.  The Board thanked her for her 
service over the years and for her work on behalf of Ohio land banks.  The Board will discuss her 
replacement.     



4 
 

 
6. Adjournment:  

 There being no more business to come before the meeting, David Mann moved for the meeting 
to be adjourned and seconded by Curtiss Williams. The Motion carried unanimously, and the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:34 a.m.  
 
 The minutes related to the Board of Directors’ regular monthly meeting of May 6, 2021 set forth 
above are the minutes approved by the Board of Directors at their meeting of June 3, 2021.  By:  Jacqui 
Knettel 


