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    Board of Directors Meeting 
    Thursday, April 1, 2021 
    Zoom 
 
 
 

On Thursday, April 1, 2021, the Ohio Land Bank Association meeting was called to order at 10:32 a.m. with 
the following Directors present and constituted a quorum for conducting the business of the Ohio Land 
Bank Association: 
 
Gus Frangos 
David Mann  
Patrick Bravo 
Shawn Carvin 
Eddy Eckart  
Debora Flora 
Mike Grauwelman 
Amy Hamrick 
Jessica Powell 
Thomas Schneider 
Ric Wasserman 
Curtiss Williams 
 
Guests:  Jacqui Knettel 
  James Rokakis 
  Isaac Hoffman 
  Doug Sawyer 
 

1. Approval of the March 4, 2021 Minutes 
 
 The minutes of the March 4,2021, OLBA Board meeting were forwarded to all Directors for review.  
A motion for the approval of the minutes was made by David Mann, seconded by Thomas Schneider.  The 
minutes of the March 4, 2021 OLBA Board meeting were passed unanimously. 
 

2. President’s Remarks - Status of Litigation  
 
 Gus Frangos informed the Board that the United States Supreme Court denied the Writ of 
Certiorari in the matter of State of Ohio Ex Rel Feltner vs. Cuyahoga County Board of Revision, et al.  David 
Mann informed the Board that Attorney Dann filed a Writ of Mandamus action in Lucas County adding to 
the actions already pending in Summit, Lucas and Cuyahoga. Oral arguments in the Montgomery case are 
set for April 29, 2021 in the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals.  In the Cuyahoga County Sixth Circuit case, 
Judge Gwinn denied Attorney Dann’s request for class action.   
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3.   Committee Reports 
 
A.  Policy and Advocacy Committee  

 The Policy and Advocacy Committee met to discuss the status of Board of Revision tax 
foreclosures and alternatives in the event pending litigation curtails some or all of BOR practice. Out of 
the 88 counties in Ohio, approximately 15 counties utilize BOR. The Committee agreed that it would be 
useful to restate existing practice in various counties as opposed to offering advice.  The sample notice 
was provided in the report.  The Policy and Advocacy Committee prepared and circulated to committee 
members a list of contact information for primary county offices which included: treasurers, 
commissioners, auditors and prosecutors.  Recommendations were made by the board to the Policy and 
Advocacy Committee that the primary county office contact list also include clerk of courts, treasurers 
and recorders. Mr. Frangos had asked that any changes to the list be sent to Jacqui Knettel. The primary 
county offices contact list is in response to the Policy & Advocacy report advocating that the OLBA “grow 
its roots” with primary stakeholders.  

 
 B.  Membership & Finance Committee – An updated financial statement of the OLBA was provided 
to the Board and is indicated below: 
 Membership 

• Currently 42 of the Ohio land banks have paid their membership dues for 2021 and $66,750 
in membership dues has been received. 

• A motion to accept the 2021 OLBA membership list was made by Debora Flora and seconded 
by Patrick Bravo. The motion to accept the 2021 membership list of the OLBA passed 
unanimously. 
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• Sponsorships for network meetings and the OLBA are being sought. In an effort to increase 
sponsorship, the Membership Committee is creating standardized documents for board 
members to use when seeking sponsors.  SeibertKeck Insurance Partners has become a 
sponsor of the OLBA and will present at an upcoming network meeting.   

•  
Finances 

• The first quarter consultancy payment has been made to Western Reserve Land Conservancy.  

• The 2020 taxes for OLBA are due on May 15, 2021.  Patrick Bravo is working with Steve 
Burcham on getting the returns filed.   
 

C.  Services and Support Committee  
 

• Newsletter 
The Services and Support Committee recommends sending newsletters on a monthly basis 
instead of quarterly in an effort to attract additional sponsorship and the releasing of more 
timely information to the association.  A majority of land bank survey respondents are 
interested in information relating to legislative matters and funding opportunities. The 
Services and Support Committee is recommending general newsletters in June, September, 
and December with specialized newsletters on legislative and financial matters in the months 
between the general newsletter release. The content for the newsletters will require 
assistance from other board/staff members.  The newsletter will also ask members to share 
their success stories for publishing in the newsletter.  

• Social Media 
The OLBA Land Bank survey results will be posted on the OLBA website. The Committee 
informed the Board that newsletter articles along with land bank success stories will be 
featured on the OLBA website along with sponsors and associate member recognition. A long-
term goal for the website is to create a list of FAQs and help-ourself information along with 
sponsorship forms.   

• Annual Conference 
After discussion, the OLBA Board agreed that due to the COVID-19 pandemic an in-person 
annual conference will not be had for 2021 but will tentatively be held in April, 2022.  

 
 A motion for the approval of the Committee reports was made by Ric Wasserman, seconded by 
Amy Hamrick.  The Committee reports as presented were unanimously approved and accepted.  
 
 The Board was informed that testimony on SB 112, the land bank legislation, was presented by 
Gus Frangos.  The bill was introduced by Representative Patton in the House as HB 241. A request to all 
of the Ohio land banks for updated support letters substituting the new bill numbers will be sent by Jacqui 
Knettel. 
 
 Jessica Powell informed the Board that a short survey poll was sent to the OLBA members as a 
follow-up to the information being release in the American Rescue Plan Act.  If funding becomes available 
to land banks, specifically how do you see your land bank using these funds. As of the date of this Board 
meeting, only 8 responses have been received. It was recommended that a meeting be set after the survey 
results are received to further discuss the results of the survey.  
 
 



4 
 

 D. Update from Jim Rokakis 
 With the passage of the American Rescue Plan Act, Jim Rokakis informed this Board that his efforts 
have shifted from the federal bills to that of advocating with Governor DeWine’s office to find ways for 
an allocation of the portion of the funds awarded to the State of Ohio be allocated to land banks and with 
a use for demolition.  The request for demolition dollars needs to fit within the framework of the 
guidelines of the Recovery Act.  The requests for funding and final documents are due to the Governor’s 
office by March 31, 2021. The Board was also informed that HB 155 will be set for hearing sometime in 
April.  Support letters have been provided to Greater Ohio for HB 143. The Restoring Communities Left 
Behind Act introduced by Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur is still being closely monitored.  
 

4. Old Business 
 

 There was no old business to present to the Board.   
 

5. New Business: 
 

 Mike Grauelman provided the Board with an update on Senator Williams brownfield legislation 
(SB 83 and SB 84). No opponent testimony was presented on either bill. SB 83 is a bill requiring the Ohio 
EPA to conduct a study to determine where brownfield sites are located in the State with SB 84 being its 
companion. Mike is recommended that the OLBA support these bills along with each county land bank. 
Mike indicated that he would contact GOPC to determine next steps for action.    

 
6. Adjournment:  

 There being no more business to come before the meeting, Jessica Powell moved for the meeting 
to be adjourned and seconded by Debora Flora. The Motion carried unanimously, and the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:53 a.m.  
 
 The minutes related to the Board of Directors’ regular monthly meeting of April 1, 2021 set forth 
above are the minutes approved by the Board of Directors at their meeting of May 6, 2021.  By:  Jacqui 
Knettel 


