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    Board of Directors Meeting 
    Thursday, July 1, 2021 
    Zoom 
 
 
 

On Thursday, July 1, 2021, the Ohio Land Bank Association meeting was called to order at 10:32 a.m. with 
the following Directors present and constituted a quorum for conducting the business of the Ohio Land 
Bank Association: 
 
Gus Frangos 
David Mann  
Patrick Bravo 
Eddy Eckart  
Shawn Carvin 
Debora Flora 
Mike Grauwelman 
Amy Hamrick 
Thomas Schneider 
Ric Wasserman 
Curtiss Williams 
 
Guests:  Jacqui Knettel 
 

1. Approval of the June 3, 2021 Minutes 
 
 The minutes of the June 3,2021, OLBA Board meeting were forwarded to all Directors for review.  
A motion for the approval of the minutes was made by Ric Wasserman, seconded by Curtiss Williams.  The 
minutes of the June 3, 2021 OLBA Board meeting were passed unanimously. 
 

2. President’s Remarks -  
 
 The Board was informed that there are no new updates on any of the litigation pending across 
the State as it relates to the Mark Dann litigation. Mr. Bravo informed the Board that a request for public 
records was made to the Summit County Land Bank from Eye on Ohio.   
 
 Update from Jim Rokakis – Testimony to HB 155 was provided by Jim and Gus on June 16, 2021 in 
Columbus.  It does not appear that HB 155 will be moving forward and will most likely be tabled. The Ohio 
State budget was released which brings good news for Ohio Land Banks as it includes $350 million for 
brownfield remediation and $150 million for the demolition of abandoned commercial and residential 
structures.  The CJR group, Senator Matt Hoffman and Rachel Gilroy assisted in getting this funding into 
the State budget.  Jim is recommending that the Board immediately begin to work on creating rules and 
regulations for this funding and gain a “seat at the table” in discussing the implementation of this funding.   
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3.   Committee Reports 
A.  Policy and Advocacy Committee  

• The Policy and Advocacy Committee report was provided to the Board.   The Board 
discussed the hiring of The CJR Group to create an opportunity to assist in developing the 
rules and regulations around this funding.  Mike Grauwelman indicated that Greater Ohio 
Policy Center might also assist the OLBA in creating policy specifically as it relates to 
Brownfields. The Board agrees that the Association needs to move quickly in the hiring of 
The CJR Group and all confirmed that Gus should reach out to Josh Rubin of The CJR Group 
as soon as possible.  

 

• David Mann informed the Board of the need to aggressively lobby for language to be 
included in the ARPA funding rules and regulations for land banks to have access to the 
funding along with language relating to demolition of vacant structures including 
environmental remediation.  David Mann indicated that the OLBA should encourage their 
local governments to advocate for land banks to be included in the ARPA funding. David 
Mann will be drafting a response to provide to U.S. Treasury on the importance of land 
banks having access to the ARPA funding and will circulate it amongst the Board members  

 
B.  Membership & Finance Committee – An updated financial statement of the OLBA was provided 
to the Board and is indicated below:  

  

 
 Finances 

• To date, $102,750 has been received in membership dues and sponsorship and associate 
membership fees are at $6,250. 

• The third quarter payment was sent to WRLC. 
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Membership 

• Membership dues are being collect and the Association is awaiting payment from 3 land 
banks.   

• Wayne County has become a member of the OLBA.  

•  
A motion to accept the Wayne County Land Bank into membership of the Ohio Land Bank Association was 
made by Patrick Bravo and seconded by Amy Hamrick.  There were no further questions and the Wayne 
County Land Bank was unanimously approved into the membership of the OLBA. . 
 

C.  Services and Support Committee  

• Annual Conference 
The committee has recommended that conference be set for April, 2022.  Cuyahoga County 
Land Bank has agreed to host the 2022 Conference.  A timeline for conference planning will 
be prepared by Patrick Bravo and sent to the Committee members.  A budget will need to be 
established along with assigning duties to various land banks and steering committees for 
conference planning.  The Services and Support Committee will meet in Cleveland on July 13th 
to consider venue choice. The committee is proposing that Save the Dates be sent in October.  
 

• Network Meeting 
The network meeting of the OLBA will be held on September 30th at the Kingwood Center in 
Mansfield, Ohio with lunch provided.  The meeting sponsor will be Siefert and Keck 
Insurance Agency. The details of the meeting are being finalized by the Committee.  Agenda 
items should include the Ohio State budget and the American Rescue Plan Act. 

 
4. Old Business 

• Board Vacancy –Michael Grauwelman informed the Board that Will Basil is no longer with 
the Hamilton County Land Bank.  Philip Denning of the Hamilton County Land Bank is 
interested in serving as a board member.  A motion to appoint Phil Denning of the Hamilton 
County Land Bank as a board member of the Ohio Land Bank Association was made by Mike 
Grauwelman, seconded by David Mann and unanimously approved by the Board.  Mr. 
Denning will be notified of his appointment and asked to provide his biography and 
headshot for the OLBA website. 

• Ad Hoc Committee Recommendations: 
David Mann reviewed the three options with the Board:  A) the hiring of an executive 
director; B) the hiring of a part-time executive director with a full-time support staff person; 
and C) a management service provider to serve as a managing consultant to the OLBA 
similar to the WRLC arrangement. After discussion, it was agreed that David Mann and Gus 
Frangos will speak further and recommendations to the Board will be made.  

 
5. New Business:  

 A recommendation was made and the Board agreed that an announcement of the State of Ohio’s 
recently passed biennial budget which includes funding for brownfield remediation and demolition be 
sent to the Association.   
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6. Adjournment:  
 There being no more business to come before the meeting Curtiss Williams moved for the 
meeting to be adjourned and seconded by Ric Wasserman. The Motion carried unanimously, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 11:52 a.m.  
 
 The minutes related to the Board of Directors’ regular monthly meeting of July 1, 2021 set forth 
above are the minutes approved by the Board of Directors at their meeting of August 5, 2021.  By:  
Jacqui Knettel 
 


