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    Board of Directors Meeting 
    Thursday, March 4, 2021 
    Zoom 
 
 
 

On Thursday, March 4, 2021, the Ohio Land Bank Association meeting was called to order at 10:33 a.m. 
with the following Directors present and constituted a quorum for conducting the business of the Ohio 
Land Bank Association: 
 
Gus Frangos 
David Mann  
Patrick Bravo 
Shawn Carvin 
Eddy Eckart  
Debora Flora 
Mike Grauwelman 
Carol Knapp 
Jessica Powell 
Thomas Schneider 
Ric Wasserman 
Curtiss Williams 
 
Guests:  Jacqui Knettel 
  James Rokakis 
  Isaac Hoffman 
  Brian Larkin 
 
At 10:35 a.m., Amy Hamrick joined the OLBA Board Meeting 
 

1. Approval of the February 4, 2021 Minutes 
 
The minutes of the February 4,2021, OLBA Board meeting were forwarded to all Directors for review.  A 
motion for the approval of the minutes was made by Ric Wasserman, seconded by Shawn Carvin.  The 
minutes of the February 4, 2021 OLBA Board meeting were passed unanimously. 
 

2. President’s Remarks - Status of Litigation  
 
Gus Frangos informed the Board that the United States Supreme Court is scheduled to conference on 
March 5, 2021 as to if it will accept the Writ of Certiorari in the matter of State of Ohio Ex Rel Feltner vs. 
Cuyahoga County Board of Revision, et al.  The Board was informed that Attorney Dann has filed Writ of 
Mandamus actions in the following counties:  Summit, Lucas and Cuyahoga.   
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3.   Policy and Advocacy Committee  

 
 The Policy and Advocacy Committee met on February 17, 2021 with Suzanne Mandros and Doug 
Sawyer attending as guests.  The Committee meeting was suggested by David Mann to discuss the “best 
case” and “worst case” scenarios regarding the pending Federal and State litigation and to discuss options, 
alternatives and consequences of “best case”, “worst case” outcomes.  The Committee discussed the 
various practices being utilized by some of the counties as it pertains to tax foreclosure. The Committee 
felt that OLBA should not necessarily advise counties as to what they should or should not do, from a legal 
standpoint, but merely articulate in concise terms, the various nuanced points and outcomes. Each county 
can decide what options are best in their respective counties.  A brief restatement of the Committee’s 
discussion and options was discussed, and it was recommended that a follow-up discussion with David 
Mann, Gus Frangos and Suzanne Mandros be scheduled.  

 
4.  Committee Reports 

A. Membership & Finance Committee – An updated financial statement of the OLBA was 
provided to the Board and is indicated below: 

Membership 

• There are currently 48 members in the Ohio Land Bank Association and 11 non-member 
land banks.  Defiance County has become a member of the OLBA for 2021. 33 land banks 
have paid their 2021 membership dues.  
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• Toledo Economic Development is not renewing their associate membership for 2021. The 
Committee will work on creative incentives for Associate Members to grow and keep 
membership.  The Trumbull Neighborhood Partnership has submitted an application for an 
Associate membership. 

• A list of the paid-to-date 2021 OLBA members and sponsors was presented to the Board. 
Mr. Bravo indicated that Summit County is a paid member and was not included in the list 
and the list should be amended. A motion to accept the 2021 membership list as amended 
was made by Debora Flora and seconded by Michael Grauwelman. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

Finances 

• Membership dues are anticipated to bring $104,250.00 to the fund with an anticipated 
additional $6,250 for sponsorships and Associate memberships. 

• To date, $55,000 has been collected in membership dues and $1,500 from sponsorships. 
Huntington Bank has agreed to a sponsorship.  

• The OLBA has purchased Zoom, Mailchimp and Google accounts to help with 
communication. 

• Mr. Bravo inquired if Board approval is needed in obtaining an OLBA credit card to cover 
various expenses that individuals are incurring on behalf of the Association. The Board 
agreed that a credit card for OLBA expenses should be obtained.  

• Mr. Rokakis informed the Board that Gallia and Wyandot Counties are interested in OLBA 
memberships and Mr. Schneider indicated that Scioto County is interested in membership.  

• The Board was reminded that the 2020 tax filing is due.   
 

B.  Services and Support Committee  
 

Newsletter 

• The first OLBA newsletter was distributed to 338 e-mail accounts. Future newsletter content 
ideas were generated including a summary of the March 18th Network Meeting and a call for 
presenters at the 2021 Ohio Land Bank Conference.  

• The Committee is discussing how to leverage newsletter content and introducing newsletter 
recipients to the OLBA website. 

Social Media 

• The OLBA Land Bank Survey results will be shared at the upcoming Network Meeting and 
then posted on the OLBA website along with newsletter content. 

• The Services and Support Committee will use its Twitter account along with the newsletter 
to drive people to the website. 

• Sponsors and associate members will be recognized on the web site. 

• A synopsis of the 2020 Ohio Land Bank Conference will be added to the web site and used in 
promoting the 2021 conference.  

Network Meeting 

• The OLBA will host its first 2021 Network Meeting on March 18th via Zoom.  The Ohio Land 
Bank Development Corp. is the sponsor for this meeting and will be presenting on landfills 
and solar energy. 

• Jacqui Knettel and Isaac Hoffman are working on the network meeting details.  
 
A motion for the approval of the Committee reports was made by Patrick Bravo, seconded by Ric 
Wasserman.  The Committee reports as presented were unanimously approved and accepted.  
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C.  Update from Jim Rokakis 

 
 Jim Rokakis provided a detailed report of his discussion efforts with Congressman Kildee’s staff, 
Senator Portman’s office and the state associations of land banks in New York, Michigan and Illinois. 
Congressman Kildee’s staff indicated that a land bank bill is forth coming.  Jim has requested from the 
land bank state associations in Michigan, New York and Illinois letters of support for Congressman 
Kildee’s land bank bill. The Board was informed that there are no additional updates from Congressman 
Tim Ryan’s office.   The former HB 252 has been reintroduced by Ohio Representatives Upchurch and 
Smith as HB 155. The OLBA Board indicated that it would place its support behind both HB 155 and HB 
143 the GOPC bill.  
 

5. Old Business 
 

 Senator Dolan is holding committee hearings on SB 112 and LSC has approved the legislation to 
present it to the House.  

 
6. New Business: 

 

• Discussion of the Restoring Communities Left Behind Act, H.R. 816  
Brian Larkin, Director, National Land Bank Network, Center for Community Progress 

 
 This Bill is currently pending before the U.S. House. The Bill is to provide support to individual 
States, County and Local governments who have experienced economic hardship due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Discussion centered on land banks can be positioned to benefit from this Bill.  It was 
recommended that it be an agenda item at the Network meeting and that the Association would be 
informed that a survey will follow.  Jessica Powell recommended that a short survey be distributed to 
the Ohio land banks asking, “If this funding opportunity emerges, what do you see as the best use for 
these funds in your community?” Jessica Powell, Amy Hamrick, David Mann, Patrick Bravo and Jim 
Rokakis indicated that they would assist in creating and sending the survey.  It was recommended that a 
Zoom meeting be scheduled after the survey results for an evaluation of the submitted information. Mr. 
Larkin did inform the Board that specific outcomes such as increased homeownership, preserving home 
equity, economic growth, affordable housing, blight reduction to name a few.  The Board thanked Mr. 
Larkin for his information and participation in the Board meeting.  
 
It was recommended that the OLBA send a support letter for HB 155.  
 
Network meeting update: 
The Network meeting will be on the 18th of March at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. The agenda will include 
reports of the Board; review of the current status of the litigation; a review of the legislation; the COVID 
relief bill; current funding efforts, and a paid sponsorship presentation by Dan Cook of the Ohio Land 
Bank Development Corporation. 
 
The next OLBA board meeting is scheduled for April 1, 2021 and it is recommended that further 
discussion on the Restoring Communities Left Behind Act. 
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       7.   Adjournment: There being no more business to come before the meeting, Curtiss Williams moved 
for the meeting to be adjourned and seconded by Debora Flora. The Motion carried unanimously, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 12:12 p.m.  
 
The minutes related to the Board of Directors’ regular monthly meeting of March 4, 2021 set forth 
above are the minutes approved by the Board of Directors at their meeting of April 1, 2021.  By:  Jacqui 
Knettel 


